Title: Rate My Professor Real Life Gender Bias Examples
Type of Activity: Small group discussion
Time Required: 10-15 mins. 
Learning Outcome Applied: Recognize and identify real life examples of overt and subtle gender bias in STEM
Overview: This learning activity uses the gendered language in teaching reviews website to prompt students to think about how gender stereotypes affect reviews on Rate My Professor. It asks students to view screenshot examples of Rate My Professor reviews for their discipline and to reflect on how those reviews can potentially display gender bias. This learning activity is mentioned in the content video[add link later] provided for more information. All questions within this activity are suggestions so feel free to skip around or add any questions of your own that come up during your discussion. 

Step 1: Open up Gendered Language in Teaching Reviews website
Step 2: Before showing the examples of gender bias make sure to stress to the students that language showcasing gender bias is not done intentionally because stereotypes are activated automatically and done so effortlessly.
Step 3: Pick out screenshots of rate my professor reviews for your discipline to discuss with students
Step 4: As you show students these screenshots ask them some of the following questions
1. What words in this Rate My Professor review do you believe are gendered? (plug in the words students share into the website to either confirm or deny)
2. What stereotypes about men or women do these words represent?
3. What is your own experience with Rate My Professor? Do you use it when choosing classes and if so, have you found them to be too harsh?
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Here are some examples of more gendered terms that come up in Rate My Professor reviews:
· Disorganized/organized
· Nice/sweet
· Intelligent/brilliant
· Mean/rude
· Helpful
· Funny
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She is the best lab teacher! She explains things really well and makes it easier to comprehend.
She's very sweet, too. | would take another class with her if | could. Top notch!
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Arrogant. Egotistical. Won't answer questions directly; you have to answer your own questions
and hope you are right at answering your own questions. Scribbles on the board while attempting
to draw important molecular structures. Makes demeaning remarks about the students in the
classroom while lecturing. Poor teaching ability overall. Terrible!
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Really funny guy, but you could tell especially from his last lecture that he cares a lot about this
subject and its impacts on the world as a whole. He's a great teacher, but this class is honestly a
lot more dependent on your own efforts regardless of how good the professor is.
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Pros: - Sometimes answers Piazza Cons: - Very disorganized and not an engaging lecturer - No
resources were given for students to succeed or at least understand the materials - Doesn't show
enthusiasm in the subject - Condescending (including the TAs) towards struggling students - No
connection between lectures, labs, hws, quizzes
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He only gives busy work. He answer questions cryptically and comes across as quite arrogant. For
the engineering project, he cared more about the pitch, something he has no experience in and so
therefore has no qualifications to actually judge. Worst professor | personally had ever, and | would
not recommend taking a course from him.
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She's great, the class is not. It's absolutely ridiculous how much work is assigned in this class.
The enormous amount of work really destroyed my enthusiasm for an otherwise interesting
subject. the vast majority of other students i've talked to agree with this sentiment completely. as
for -she's friendly, clear, and very smart.
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MATHO045 May 20th, 2017

For Credit: Yes Attendance: Not Mandatory Would Take Again: No Grade: Not sure yet Textbook: Yes

WARNING: DO NOT TAKE THIS CLASS. (I c\=ss is too all over this place. His instructions are so unclear, he
makes basic algebra seem like rocket science. he is very rude to his students at times. he doesn't care if you are on
your phone. if you have to take him just show up, sit in the back and bring headphones.
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MATH104 Apr 26th, 2014
5'0 Textbook: Yes
JIFFICULTY She is literally the best prof | have ever had class with! She made everything so clear and although intimidating, she
wants you to grasp the essential ideas. Too bad she's retiring soon... Hope more people could enjoy her class! FYI, she
5 0 does NOT curve so... despite a 50% average on MT, 88% is an A. :(
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QUALITY
PHYS209A Apr 22nd, 2015

For Credit: Yes Textbook: No

DIFFICULTY | took her for physics lab and it was a super easy class. She is very helpful! She also allows you to make up papers or
labs if you are absent or want a better grade.
3.0
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ASTR100 Dec 10th, 2018

Attendance: Not Mandatory Would Take Again: No Grade: Not sure yet Textbook: Yes

Cool, funny guy. Interesting lectures. Free textbook online so very accessible, and | like how -gives out all the hw
assignments and project forms at the beginning of the semester. One thing | didn't like was he never told us what to
study for on midterms/final. Instead we got a 20 Q multiple choice practice test that he wouldnt grade.

GET READY TO READ SKIP CLASS? YOU WON'T PASS. LECTURE HEAVY
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MATH150 Dec 2nd,

For Credit: Yes Textbook: Yes

S AT Professor - is average. She's a lovely person and will help if you need it but her classes are boring and

meticulous .
3.0
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MATHI165 Dec 13th, 2023

For Credit: Yes Attendance: Not Mandatory Grade: Not sure yet Textbook: Yes

If you thought you were good at Math think again! Lectures were stacked with information and his form of explaining
topics and concepts is very confusing. His grading is very heavy and you could say he nitpicks your answers if they do
not match what he taught you exactly, | suggest taking a different teacher as he is difficult to learn from.

TOUGH GRADER LECTURE HEAVY TEST HEAVY




image9.png
I took BIOL 336 (D vith @I She's a really sweet person and a great professor. Her
class is straight forward and she sets you up well for the exams. They're not hard, but they're
mostly short answer, drawing, compare/contrast essay questions etc. Weekly assignments are
pretty easy and don't take up too much time. She made the class fun!
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is the epitome of why people don't like academia and biology. She is rude, self important, self involved, snooty, and power trippy.
She cares nothing about her students, or whether anyone actually learns. She is obsessed with attendance and homework rather than
just creating engaging and informative lectures that ppl want to attend.

LOTS OF HOMEWORK SKIP CLASS? YOU WON'T PASS.




